

Authentic Game Used

402 S. Main Street / P.O. Box 10 ▪ Black Oak, Arkansas 72414




 

    20 Questions with…Matt Harrison
BTD: Of what accomplishment, on or off the field, in your life are you the proudest? 

I am proud that I got an opportunity to play in the big leagues.  It was a dream as a kid, as it was for many others, and I hope to stay for a while.

BTD: What do you think you'd be doing now if you weren't playing baseball? 

Probably land surveying or another job where I have to use my hands or something outdoors.

BTD: Everyone has a "hidden talent." What's yours? 

I have a very good memory.  I can look at or hear something once and remember every word of it.

BTD: Do you have other hobbies or creative outlets aside from baseball? 

I like to fish in the off-season and play a little golf.

BTD: Complete this sentence: It would surprise people to know that I... 

like to ride horses with my wife during the off-season.

BTD: Who is the most unusual character you've met in your pro baseball career? 

Jim Saul, my manager in Rookie Ball with the Braves.  He was always very loud and made a lot of weird noises as he walked around the field or clubhouse.

BTD: If you were commissioner for a day, which one rule would you change? 

No DH (Designated Hitter)

BTD:   Favorite stadium to play in (home or visitor) during your professional career?  Why?

Boston, because the fans are into every play.  (The stadium) has a good atmosphere and gets the adrenaline going.

BTD:  Favorite town to visit/play in during your professional career?  Why?

Chicago, because it is a very clean town and the people are friendly.

BTD:  Least favorite stadium to play in (home or visitor) during your professional career?  Why?

Oakland, because it is an old stadium; the playing surface isn’t good because of the baseball/football field they have; the dugouts are way too small. 


BTD:  Least favorite town to visit/play in during your professional career?    Why?

None

BTD:  What is the craziest thing you have seen at a game you have been involved in?

When my AA manager, Phillip Wellman, for the Mississippi Braves went on a rampage during a game and got thrown out. (YouTube it!)




BTD:  Favorite between inning entertainment (fan contest, entertainer, etc.)?

Minor Leagues - ZooperStars

BTD:  Do you have any superstitions you follow before or during a game?  What are they?

If I have a good inning, I do exactly the same thing in between the next inning.  Ex. – if I drink ½ cup of water…I”ll do it again.

BTD:  What is the one memory that stands out the most from your career so far?

Back-to-back complete games this year against the White Sox and Mariners

BTD:  
(Pitchers) On the road, bottom of the ninth, you’re on the mound, up by one, two outs, runner in   scoring position…who do you not want to see step into the batter’s box?

(Hitters)  Bottom of the ninth, you’re up to bat, down by one, two outs, runner in scoring position…who do you not want to face on the mound?
Albert Pujols…I’ve never faced him, but I think he’s the best hitter in baseball right now.

BTD:  What is the most difficult thing about life in the Minor Leagues?

Bus rides, hotels, food…everything!

BTD:  What is the best baseball advice you have ever received?

“If you believe in your stuff, it doesn’t matter who’s at the plate…throw with conviction and you can get anyone out.” – Eddie Guardardo

BTD:  Best piece of advice you could give to a young player wanting to follow in your footsteps and play professionally?

Put in the work every day to live your dream.  Don’t get too high with the highs or too low with the lows…stay level-headed.

BTD:  Toughest competitor you have ever played with or had to face?  Why?

Played with – Eddie Guardardo…he may not have the stuff he used to, but he tells himself he’s going to get you out and usually does.

Had to face – Ichiro Suzuki…he always puts the bat on the ball.

To get in the game, you have to go…Beyond The Dugout
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